OCTOBER    14-OCTOBER   24,    1927

Monday, October xjth.

Rehearsal of " Prohack " at Court at n. Nearly everybody
late. However, I saw the ist part of Act III gone through for
the first time, and decided that, with cutting, it would do very
well indeed. Komisarjevsky came for tea, and we went through
Act III except the end ; all right except cutting. But he wanted
a change of construction in Act II, which rather troubled me.

Dinner given by his friends to Harry Preston at the Piccadilly
Hotel. I sat between Cochran and Lucas, with Sickert next to
Lucas. Dewar was the star orator, and far from as good as usual.
Harry P, made a perfect speech in reply. This dinner was
organised by Lord Decies.

Queen's Hotel, Manchester, Wednesday, October igth.
Came to Manchester by 11.50 a.m. arriving at 3.40 for perform-
ance of " Flora " at Rusholme.

The Manchester Guardian man came to the hotel, and I gave
him tea. Then he took me out to see architecture. Damned
little to see. I got a car to drive to Rusholme. Theatre full
except two back rows. Theatre quite decent, considering that
it was once the stable of the Tramway Company (in horse days).
I was pleased on the whole with the play. It certainly has
holding power, and this power survived even the acting.

Thursday, October zoth.

I took the 12.5 back to London, which went through the Pot-
teries.   The sight of this district gave me a shudder.

Sunday, October
Went z\ mile walk in Battersea Park to find ideas for short
story " The Wind "-1 I found them. I wrote 800 words of
" The Wind ", read various things, went for a short walk, had
tea alone, and played on the floor with the infant in the nursery,
Monday, October 24th.
Three-and-a-half-mile walk in morning. Then, beginning at
11.15, 1,000 words of " The Wind ". Lydia Sherwood (in the
cast of " Mr. Prohack ") came for lunch and was most agreeable.
She had been out shopping with Dorothy for theatre clothes.
1 Short story reprinted in " The Night Visitor ".
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